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General Meeting—Tuesday 4 February at 8.00 p.m. 
Speaker: Chad Browning, Biodiversity Officer, Regional Network Energy Project Team, Barwon SW, DELWP. 
Talk: The energy transition: Environmental implications and their management. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 3 March 

Speaker: Alison Pouliot 

Talk: The secret world of garden fungi 

Join with other members to share a relaxed pizza meal at the club rooms, from 6.30 p.m. prior to the monthly General 
meeting. We will supply a selection of pizzas to choose from. 

To assist with catering please register your interest in attending on Eventbrite at https://bit.ly/3aPc4Op 

Follow the prompts to let us know your pizza preferences. Alternatively you can register your attendance by texting or 
phoning Bernie Lingham 0447 612 152. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Nicole Henry, Newtown; Matthew Dingle, Drysdale; Marcel Klaassen, Jan Juc; Lindy Buckley, Belmont; Glen White, 
Teesdale; Alex Broome, Geelong 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
The closing date for the next magazine will be due on Monday 24 February. 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog —to the editor. 
The editor for the March edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Bernie Lingham bemlingham@tpg.com.au 


GFNC is on Facebook 


www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup/ 
A private online discussion group by invitation for members to share observations and other information 


www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 
The GFNC ‘official’ Facebook Community Page (public) where forthcoming events are promoted 


Geelong Naturalist on Trove 
Recent copies of our magazine are now being uploaded digitally to the National and State Libraries and are 
downloadable from Trove. 
You can find them quickly via this short link bit.ly/Geelong_Naturalist 


Obtain your username and password to add records to the GFNC website 
www.gfnc.org.au 


Login is required if you wish to add observations. Just contact info@gfnc.org.au to get your user name and password. 


The photo on the front cover, by Graham Possingham is 
a portrait of a Fairy Martin at Fyansford 18/1/20. 


The photo on the back cover, by Alison Watson, was 
taken at the Glenmore excursion of the group admiring 
the ancient River Red Gums. 





Committee report 


hanges for 2020 Membership Renewal 

This year we’re simplifying things for you by sending 
out a personalised membership renewal reminder by email 
that includes the details (email, phone number etc.) we 
have on file for you. If these are not correct, then you can 
tell us and we'll fix it. Otherwise you can just pay, with no 
need to fill out a membership form. New members will still 
be required to complete a membership form so that we can 
gather the required details. 


We hope to have the reminder email ready to send in 
February. The email will come from GFNC, but will have 
some branding from the Mailchimp service, so when it 
comes don’t think it’s spam! When you get it please don't 
unsubscribe’ (unless you really don’t want to hear from the 
club again) as it can be hard to get back on the list, and we 
can’t do it for you. 


If possible, pay by direct credit to our bank account as it is 
a lot less work for the club than paying by cash or cheque. 
You don’t need be a user of electronic banking, you can 
also pay by direct credit at a branch. Just remember to put 
your name on the transaction. Details will be in the email. 
We plan to move the Geelong Naturalist and other club 
emails to Mailchimp in the future if all goes well. Using 
Mailchimp will make it easier for us to maintain an accurate 
shared mailing list and avoid the need to send multiple 
emails. 


2020 Committee 
At the AGM in April we’ll be choosing the new committee, 


Graham Possingham 


so now’s the time to consider whether you might want to 
help guide and run our club. 

Clubs such as ours do fold due to an inability to find 
enough people to keep the club running. Given that this 
year we’ve run without a President or Vice-President, had 
a joint Secretary/Treasurer, only had six committee 
members (target is 10 to 12), and had to postpone a 
committee meeting due to the lack of a quorum we are ata 
real risk of this. 


You may have noticed that the ‘weekly’ email news has not 
been sent for a while now, and that you have not had a 
‘Committee Report’ in the last few Naturalists. These are 
two examples of things that have had to slip. 


To dispel some myths, to be on the committee you don’t 
need 

To have been a member for decades (two current 

committee members joined after 2 years) 

To not be otherwise working or studying 

To be a natural history expert 
All you really need is a willingness to help as little or as 
much as you can. 


It can also be an opportunity to fulfil the volunteering 
requirements of a course and to learn some new skills. 
Committee membership does look good on a resume! We 
meet six times per year (sub-committees meet in other 
months) after working hours on a Monday evening. If you 
can help run the club, either as a committee member or in 
other ways, then approach any member of the committee. 


Clean Up Australia Day—Jerringot Wetlands 
Sunday 1 March 2020 


We are participating again in Clean Up Australia on 1 March 2019. There is always unfortunately a lot 
of litter and dumped materials along the Barwon Heads Road frontage to be collected. Please come 


and help maintain the health of our adopted wetland. 


Date: 1 March 2020 
Time: 9.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. 


Location: Near the Bird Hide on the road into the Golf Course 
What to bring: Yourself, friends, gloves, stout shoes, hat, sunscreen and drinking water 


Contact person: Bela Bard-Brucker 0412 287 935 


Contributions invited for the 


Geelong Naturalist 
Members are encouraged to submit short articles and photos for consideration for the Geelong Naturalist each 
month. 
If you have observed and/or photographed something interesting in the natural world of Geelong and its surrounds, 
please send it to us! 


Please refer to the back page for submission details. 
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Out and about—my swansong 


his is my 217th consecutive Out and About and my 

last. After writing some 300 000 words | think it is time 
to stop. These days | am more likely to be sitting in my 
chair and looking out the window than going out and about 
and it is my fingers that are walking over the Internet, which 
you can all do as well if not better than | can. 


| was asked to write this column by the then editor Alban 
Lloyd-Jones after Joe Hubbard decided to ‘hang up his 
quill’. Joe was a hard act to follow. His very astute and 
whimsical observations were different from my more 
prosaic style. The new column was originally called ‘Out 
and about with Valda’ and followed Joe’s format at first, 
being a series of natural history observations or 
suggestions of places to visit or things to look out for. 
Gradually they became more specialised and researched. 


| devoted whole articles to a wide variety of subjects: eels, 
starfish, barnacles, frogs, hover flies, dung, mud creatures, 
spider webs, the volcanic plains, mistletoes, tails and 
tongues, psyllids and lerps (insects with funny names), 
cockroaches—| called them captivating—would you agree? 


Then there was that book of pressed seaweeds that 
somebody found, and the 1842 list of Geelong plants that 
was published in Tasmania by Ronald Gunn in the first 
volume of the first scientific journal to be published in 
Australia. 


| wrote about the early days of our club and the beginning 
of the plant group under Ted Errey and his very 
enthusiastic followers. Local places such as Seaview Park, 
Jerringot and the Saltwater Lagoon at St Leonards also 
came under my radar. 


| was always interested in the way things used to be, who 
discovered what and how they came to be named, whether 
it was the pea flowers or the xenica butterflies. Early 
Australian plant growers in England and their collectors, 
people interested in our butterflies and our now locally 
extinct Small Blue butterfly that used to be found at the 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Why was this chosen as our 
logo? 


Valda Dedman 


Some were personal accounts of our annual travels north 
as grey nomads, sometimes with a purpose such as 
following in the footsteps of Burke and Wills or following 
Major Mitchell up the Maranoa and into the Salvator Rosa 
National Park. | also wrote about my limited access to 
nature in Coburg when | was a child. 


Sometimes | would start out with an idea, but as my delved 
more deeply into the subject, | ended up writing a 
completely different article. 


At the beginning Out and About was on a floppy disc which 
| delivered to Alban Lloyd-Jones. Illustrations were often 
drawings, delivered separately on paper. Editing was less 
rigorous under those conditions. The editor had to print off 
a copy of the magazine at home and assemble the pages 
in the correct order for A3 printing, then it had to be taken 
to the printer and finally picked up by someone else. It is so 
much easier now when | can just send off my contribution 
by email and discuss inconsistencies with the editor. And 
digital photography, even with the ubiquitous mobile phone 
makes photo transfer so easy. | now sit and write with my 
iPad on my lap. It can be very time-consuming checking 
facts and spelling, especially when the computer thinks it 
knows better (which it doesn’t). The editor just sends off 
the magazine by email to the printers. Some members 
prefer to receive a digital copy which has coloured photos. 


| always hoped to stimulate an awareness of nature in 
others. | am no expert. Through Out and About you have 
probably built up a profile of my interests. Writing the 
column has certainly sharpened my observations and 
increased my knowledge. It has been a fascinating journey 
but time now to sit back and let someone younger with 
sharper eyes and ears take over. | have written many other 
articles over the years, such as Bird of the Month and 
Peaflower of the Month and a series on local eucalypts, as 
well as accounts of the first Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
activities. Maybe | will write other articles, but not ona 
regular basis. 


They say swans sing before they die. | have no intention of 
dying yet. Gordon McCarthy, my good friend and mentor 
showed me how to go on living fully until the very end. | 
dedicate this final Out and About to him. 


Orange-bellied Parrot update 


Craig Morley 


Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Regional Group Co-ordinator 


H ere is the latest from Tasmania! 


As of 21 January 2020, 23 OBPs have returned to the 

last known breeding location, Melaleuca in the last year. 
More than half of these OBPs are females, for the first time 
in five years. 


Among those returned birds, 16 were hatched in the wild, 
six were first year birds migrating successfully for the first 
time, while the remaining ten successful wild-born migrants 
were aged up to at least nine years old. 

With thanks to Toby Galligan, Orange-bellied Parrot 
Recovery Program. 


The OBP Tasmanian Program has a new Facebook 
post and website update: 
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https:/www.facebook.com/T asmanianOrangebelliedParrot/ 
https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/conservation/threatened-species- 
and-communities/lists-of-threatened-species/threatened- 
species-vertebrates/orange-bellied-parrot/latest-updates 


2020 Orange-bellied Parrot Surveys 

The dates for the 2020 surveys have been set: 
16-17 May 2020 

25-26 July 2020 

12-13 September 2020 


Please remember, OBPs could turn up unexpectedly any 
time from March to early Oct, in unusual or unexpected 
locations, so please be on the look-out in saltmarsh and 
adjacent habitats, please let me know about any grassy 


green Neophema ASAP on craigmorley5@bigpond.com 


VALE Gordon McCarthy (1923—2019) 


Barry Lingham 
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Gordon Matthew McCarthy 
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ordon McCarthy helped shape the Geelong Field 

Naturalists Club and the club became a major 
influence on Gordon. His connection to nature and his 
desire to find out about the living world was a key driver in 
his life. 


In the late 1950s when Gordon was working at the Geelong 
Advertiser he met Gerald Farey. Gordon and Gerry bonded 


over a shared interest in photography and birdwatching. In 
1961 Gerry Farey joined with Trevor Pescott, Daisy Wood, 


Voi Boardman and Ralph Boddy on a working group to see 


if there was an interest in forming a new Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club. 


Gerry invited Gordon to attend the first GFNC meeting held 


in April 1961. Gordon has maintained involvement with the 
club ever since that time. By 1964 he had joined the 


committee and he remained on the committee for 26 years, 


including 10 years as secretary. This was before the days 
of word processors and Gordon hand-wrote hundreds of 
letters in his immaculate cursive script. He also served 
eight years as vice-president. 


In 1987 he worked with Trevor Pescott, Valda Dedman and 


others to produce the book From Buckleys to the Break’ 
which provided useful information on the history, geology, 
plants and animals of the Barwon River in Geelong. After 
leaving the committee he joined the publishing committee 
that was responsible for producing the GFNC journal, the 
Geelong Naturalist. 


Gordon was also active in representing the club on 
management committees controlling the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve and Inverleigh Flora and Fauna Reserve. 
He played significant roles in helping to conserve the 
Ironbark Basin area and Edwards Point State Faunal 
Reserve. In 1989 Gordon’s significant contribution to the 
GFNC was recognised by the award of a Life Membership 
to the Club. 





Gordon’s dedicated committee work was important and 
effective. However, Gordon is best remembered for his 
special talents that lay in observing and photographing 
nature, learning the ecological connections between living 
things and then sharing his knowledge and enthusiasm for 
the birds, plants and animals. 


As a young man he travelled widely across Australia and 
New Zealand. In later life he spent time in Africa. There 
were many excursions and campouts that Gordon led for 
the club. In all his travels he learned and observed, 
photographed and recorded the wildlife. Gordon had a 
prodigious memory and a sharp mind that was still active 
on the day he died. He was keen to talk to both novice or 
experienced birdwatchers about methods to identify birds 
or interesting bird behaviour. He regularly spoke to the 
GFNC on particular topics of interest but he also talked to 
school groups and community groups about frogs, lizards, 
birds or his extensive travels. 


Many of us have been fortunate to be able to learn from 
Gordon and to share camaraderie with him over many 
years. He was highly respected and admired by his many 
friends within the GFNC and will be sadly missed. 
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December—January butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


Roce are back. Twelve Marbled Xenicas at Gherang Blues seen were Common Grass-blue and Saltbush and 
and one Ringed Xenica at Distillery Creek. They are seven Rayed Blues at the You Yangs, about as far south 
much smaller than the Common Browns. The Dainty as they come. 

Swallowtail showed up at the Geelong Botanic Gardens 

again and later one was seen at St Leonards. There wasa It will be interesting to see what effect the bushfires have 
Varied Sword-grass Brown in the Otways as expected. on butterfly populations. Many are alpine species. 


There have been many Common Browns, more males than Observers: 

females, which were first seen on 10 December, possibly BML, Bernie Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DBi, Darren 

earlier than usual. Tom Fletcher noted that they behaved Bird; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GA, George Appleby; GP, 

the same as they always do in December, males Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, John 

congregating in the one spot on his gravel drive. Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; LBr, Lance Brequet; 
TFI, Tom Fletcher 


Green Grass-dart | 26/11/19 | Woodlands Estate Ocean 1 T 
Grove 


FI 

30/11/19 | Highton 2 in garden sunny, middle of day JN 
8/12/19 | Geelong Botanic Gardens | 10 in various locations in the gardens JPo, GP 
i JPo 


Dainty Swallowtail | 3/12/19 | Geelong Botanic Gardens 1 very scruffy individual with part of the hind wing 
missing 


[il 18/12/19 | St Leonards 1 flying overhead. 
Ringed Xenica 


11/12/19 | Distillery Creek 1 Along the fire track between Distillery Creek and 
Painkalac Reservoir. Just one, amongst many 


Common Browns 


Marbled Xenica 12/1/20 | Gherang At least a dozen over dry heathy forest 5-6 p.m. sunny | JN 
30/11/19 | Highton 4 in garden middle of day, sunny JN 
B 


30/11/19 | Belmont Common 10 seen between Moorabool St and Breakwater All JPo, GP 
male 
1/12/19 Ocean Grove Nature All males; 26 observed in a 60 minute walk. ML 
Reserve 
Fl 


5/12/19 | Woodlands Estate Ocean 6. All congregating on my gravel driveway in the one 
Grove spot. This same habit occurs each year in December. 


Males. 


one), there were at least 2 females as well. 


11/1/20 | Distillery Creek Just one female and about 40 males seen from the fire | JPo, GP 
track between Distillery Creek and Painkalac reservoir. 

12/1/20 | Gherang Several dozen along bush track and on forest floor, JN 
mostly females, some pale and worn males 


Varied Sword- 14/12/19 | Denham Track, Otways Two flying around one another, as if a mating dance, HSc, LBr 


10/12/19 | Geelong Botanic Gardens | 10 Common browns have been around in moderate 
numbers for some time. Today (day after a very hot 


grass Brown 1-—2m above the ground. Weather was part sunny/part 


cloudy, low wind. Heathy forest. 


Meadow Argus 28/12/19 | Highton 1 in very dry scrappy paddock 
fl 21/1/20 | Geelong Botanic Gardens 


Australian Painted | 26/11/19 | Woodlands Estate Ocean 1 
Lady Grove 
5/12/19 Ocean Grove Nature 1 
Reserve 


8/12/19 | Geelong Botanic Gardens | 5. Mainly in silver border JPo, GP 


JN 
JPo 
TFI 


CFr, GA 
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Rayed Blue 14/12/19 | You Yangs 7. Flying, resting on ground with open wings. 
Saltbush Blue 8/12/19 


Eastern Park 10. Flying, resting on ground with open wings. JPo, GP 


4 
Common Grass- 18/12/19 | Woodlands Estate Ocean 2. Attracted mainly to common thyme flowers. Very hot | TFI 
Blue Grove day when observed 





Predatory Growling Grass Frog 
Trevor Pescott 


t about 10.00 p.m. on 8 January, John Turner found a 

large frog outside his home in Moolap. To confirm the 
species (it was a Growling Grass Frog) he took a 
photograph of it and was surprised to find the picture 
showed two feet of another small frog projecting from its 
mouth. 


When the Growling Grass Frog opened its mouth a small 
frog hopped out, and on the following morning John found 
the small frog apparently unharmed on the window-sill of 
his home. Judging by its size this second species was 
most likely a Brown Tree Frog. 


Growling Grass Frogs are predatory, feeding on a wide 
range of invertebrates, but also are active hunters of other 
frogs. 


In Frogwatch Field Guide to Victorian Frogs this predatory 
behaviour is outlined. 


‘Most hylids are insectivorous and feed on small flying 
insects as well as spiders and other invertebrates. 
However, two hylids—the Green and Golden Grass Frog, 
L. aurea and the Growling Grass Frog, L. raniformis—eat 
other frogs and actively hunt their prey by listening for 
advertisement calls. A male frog calling within earshot of 


either of these frogs is likely to be eaten!’ Growling Grass Frog and Brown Tree Frog, 
Moolap, 8/1/20 











The Brown Tree Frogs’ call consists of ‘a series of rapid 
harsh, whirring pulsing notes repeated 5-15 times’ which 
would make them vulnerable to a hunting Growling Grass Reference: 


Photo: John Turner 


Frog. Hero, Jean-Marc; Murray Littlejohn and Gerry Marantelli. 
1991. Frogwatch Guide to Victorian Frogs. DCE. East 
Melbourne. 
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Bird Group excursion report—Sheoak Hill, Glenmore 


28 November 2019 


Leaders: Margaret and Richard Alcorn 


n Thursday 28 November, twenty-one birders visited 

Sheoak Hill Glenmore on a perfect spring morning. 
Chris Lunardi, the reserve manager, gave a short 
introduction about this privately owned 552 ha property. 
The goal of the project is to establish a bio-link between 
Werribee Gorge State Park and the Brisbane Ranges 
National Park. Since this work commenced two and a half 
years ago over 30 000 seedlings have been planted and 
400 km directly seeded. 


Our first walk along the Red Gum-lined Parwan Creek was 
through an area still covered with introduced pasture 
grasses. The first highlight was good views of numerous 
Rainbow Bee-eaters hawking for insects from exposed 
perches. One bird was seen to offer a bee to another. 
Further on, three juvenile Black-shouldered Kites flew 
overhead, their brown chests and heads easily seen. The 
calls of Rufous Songlarks and Rufous Whistlers echoed in 
our ears along the walk. Two sub-species of Striated 
Pardalote were seen. Eastern Rosellas were found nesting 
in an old dead gum tree. 


The second walk to a beautiful, quiet glade with old Yellow 
Gums and Grey Box picked up additional species such as 
Scarlet Robin, Brown Falcon and White-throated 
Treecreeper. 


At midday we drove north over the hill to the designated 
lunch spot under a spreading Yellow Box. We quickly 
relocated to another shady spot when we discovered 
White-browed Woodswallows nesting in our first choice of 
tree. While eating lunch we found nesting in the same tree, 
Black-faced Cuckooshrikes and Common Bronzewings. 
Nearby, Tree Martins were nesting in a dead tree. 





Bird watching group, Genmore, 28/11/19 


Photo: Alison Watson 
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Margaret Alcorn 
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Species 

Hoary-headed Grebe 
Common Bronzewing 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Masked Lapwing 
White-faced Heron 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Black-shouldered Kite 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Whistling Kite 

Rainbow Bee-eater 
Australian Hobby 
Brown Falcon 


Galah 

Long-billed Corella 

Little Corella 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 


Crimson Rosella 
Eastern Rosella 


Red-rumped Parrot 

Musk Lorikeet 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Brown Treecreeper 
Superb Fairywren 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
Spotted Pardalote 

Striated Pardalote 

Brown Thornbill 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Yellow Thornbill 

Weebill 

Black-faced Cuckooshrike 
Grey Shrikethrush 


Rufous Whistler 
White-browed Woodswallow 
Australian Magpie 

Willie Wagtail 

Grey Fantail 

Little Raven 

Scarlet Robin 

Eastern Yellow Robin 


Eurasian Skylark 
Brown Songlark 
Rufous Songlark 
Fairy Martin 

Tree Martin 
Silvereye 
Common Starling 
Common Myna 
Common Blackbird 
Red-browed Finch 
House Sparrow 
Australasian Pipit 
European Goldfinch 
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Bird Group excursion—Balyang Sanctuary 
23 January 2020 
Leaders: Craig Morley and Lynne Clarke 


wenty-two GFNC members and nine visitors gathered 

next to the car park off Marnock Road, in Geelong’s 
Balyang Sanctuary. Cool and rainy conditions didn’t limit 
anyone’s enthusiasm and two keen young birders, Charles 
and Arthur, keenly pointed things out as we assembled, 
and throughout the morning. 


While the group watched several Australian Pelicans, a 
White-necked Heron flew overhead. Little Pied 
Cormorants were roosting in a dead tree that held many 
of their nests. There were ducks a-plenty, with sightings of 
Chestnut Teals, Grey Teals, Pacific Black Ducks and a 
single Australian Wood Duck along with several 
introduced Mallard Ducks. 


It was refreshing to see so much surface water in the grass 
and on the trails. Ducking beneath Drooping Sheoaks 
heavy with water droplets, the group had exciting glimpses 
of several extremely swift Latham’s Snipe as the birds 
moved along the margins of the water or burst from the 
reed bank. 


Flowering Beaded Glasswort Sarcocornia quinqueflora is 
obviously well suited to the local conditions, as it is present 
across large areas and in some sections it had even been 
mowed. Further along, sharp eyes spotted two preening 
Red-browed Finches deep in the undergrowth. 


A few moments later, a White-plumed Honeyeater flew 
up to a branch overhanging the track and we heard Brown 
Thornbills calling overhead. By now, soft rain was falling 
and the understorey was full of flowering Goodenia and 
various types of saltbush, including Chenopodium 
parabolicum (Rhagodia parabolica), which is very fragrant. 


We saw many Welcome Swallows in this area, and, as 
well as Eurasian Coots, Dusky Moorhens and 
Australasian Swamphens, we had a good view of a 
slightly bedraggled Royal Spoonbill. 


At Princes Bridge we saw Great Cormorants, Little Pied 
Cormorants, and Little Black Cormorants on the far side 
of the Barwon River, and the highlight of the day; several 
mature Australasian Darters with their nests and their 
young. The juveniles are a delight to see, with plumage the 
colour of rich cream, and matching feet. 


The mature Australasian Darters, spectacular birds, flew 
along the river and seemed unconcerned by the long 
rowboats with their crews and megaphones. It was as if 
the boats were nothing more than a log floating down a 
section of the river which, naturally, belongs to the Darter 
and Cormorant colonies. 


44 species of birds were recorded during the excursion, 
with a total of 347 individual birds. Craig Morley dedicated 
the walk to the memory of the late Gordon McCarthy, 
whose son Glenn joined a long table of members and 





Andrea Mayes 


visitors for a very enjoyable lunch at Barwon Edge after 
the walk. 


With thanks to Craig and Lynne for organising and 
coordinating the excursion and the ‘start the year’ 
luncheon afterwards. 


Details of the bird lists for Balyang Sanctuary and the 
Barwon River at Princes Bridge may be found at these 
links to eBird Australia. 


https ://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S63684731 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S63684748 
(See page 3 for article about Gordon McCarthy.) 


Balyang Sanctuary bird list 


[Australian Wood Duck f T 
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Little Pied Cormorant | 3 
White-plumed Honeyeater | 4 
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Barwon River at Princes Bridge bird list 
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Sulphur-crested Cockatoo | 8 | 
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Geelong Nature Forum 


Volunteers Required 


Rod Lowther 
he Geelong Nature Forum is again being held in 2020. GFNC is partnering with the City of Greater Geelong to run 
the forum, starting with the main event day on Saturday 28 March at the National Wool Museum. We are also 

welcoming sponsors Barwon Water; the Victorian Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning; Corangamite 
CMA and the Gordon this year. 


The forum will run during the international Wildlife Photography of the Year exhibition at the museum and will showcase 
local environment groups with 30 exhibition stands on display. During the Saturday a presentation program will be 
running in the museum theatrette covering a range of subjects related to the theme of the forum ‘Where the Rivers Run’. 


We strongly encourage all members to come along for the full day or part of the day. Further details https:// 
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/geelong-nature-forum-2020-tickets-83573383239?aff=ebdssbdestsearch 





The exhibition stands associated with the forum will remain in place until Easter Friday. The Saturday, main forum day, 
is free to the public, while on the other days normal museum entry prices will apply. 


We are also seeking approximately 10 volunteers who can help on the Saturday to assist in marshalling the public and 
staffing the club stand as well as several other duties. The forum organisers are also looking for members who would be 
willing to put in half a day during the Sunday to Thursday period to answer visitors’ questions that cannot be addressed 
by the regular National Wool Museum Volunteers. 


Please email the club at info@gfnc.org.au if you can assist. 


The 2020 Geelong Nature Forum 
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Hunting the Spiranthes, three years on 





Ladies Tresses, Brisbane Ranges, 
11/1/20 


Photo: Graham Lee 


n January 2017, members of the GFNC Plant Group 

were pleased to locate several plants of the Austral 
Ladies Tresses Spiranthes australis growing in the 
Durdidwarrah area of the Brisbane Ranges. S. australis 
had not been previously recoded from this site as far as we 
could ascertain by checking available databases. This 
orchid grows only in the boggy areas of swamps or 
marshes and flowers in mid-summer. In the Geelong 
region it is considered uncommon to rare. 


2019 was a year of above average local rainfall but 
communication with members of the Australian Native 
Orchid Society revealed that no reports of naturally 
growing plants had been recorded locally by the beginning 
of the normal flowering period in mid-January. 


Members of the Plant Group decided that it would be an 
opportune time to revisit the site of the 2017 discovery to 
record any plants that may be surviving at that location. 
After gaining permission from authorities to access the site, 
12 participants were escorted to the area. Earlier in the 
day, very hot conditions prevailed but by 4.00 p.m. a cool 
change had dropped the temperature below 20°C and 
steady rain had started to fall. 


We were thinking that we may have been getting soaking 
wet with little to show for it, but it did not take long for 
excitement to banish our concerns as we quickly found 
flowering plants of S. australis. Umbrellas were unfurled to 
stop cameras getting wet and the photographers went into 
action. 


In total, 31 plants were counted, all growing within a few 
metres of the edge of a shallow waterhole some 20 metres 
long with a thick growth of rushes fringing the edges. The 
plants varied from a pale mauve to a deep pink in colour. 
The typical spiral flower pattern was present but the plants 
still had many unopened buds. This coincided with 
observations from 2017 when we noted that plants had 
more fully formed flower heads by early February. 


By February of 2017, many of the flowering plants showed 
damage after being eaten by deer. We were pleased to 


Barry Lingham 


note few deer tracks in the area this year and none of the 
plants had been eaten. We understand some deer control 
has been undertaken within the Brisbane Ranges NP. 


References 


Mayfield E, (2010) Flora of the Otway Plain & Ranges Vol 
1, CSIRO 


Trigg C&M, (2000) Wildflowers of the Brisbane Ranges 
CSIRO 


Thanks to Barwon Water personnel Steve Reddington for 
permitting our access and Robert Shaw for accompanying 
us to the site. 





Ladies Tresses, Brisbane Ranges, 
11/1/20 Photo: Graham Lee 





Ladies Tresses, Brisbane Ranges, 
11/1/20 Photo: Lorraine Phelan 
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December—January fauna report 


he first two months of summer produced a wonderful 

array of mammal, reptile and frog sightings with a total 
of 27 species listed. Ross Auchettl has visited an area on 
the edge of our region recently, adding his sightings at the 
Wombat State Forest. It is little more than an hour’s drive 
from Geelong, but it has some species not seen in the 
Otways or areas to the west of Geelong. 


Short-beaked Echidna: At Wombat SF ‘the telltale sounds 
of an echidna foraging’ were heard on 01/12/19 (RAu). 
Another was seen foraging about 1 m from the cliff edge of 
the Pt Addis lookout on 01/12/19 (CFr, GA). On 08/12/19 
one was noted wandering about in the garden in 
Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove on 01/12/19 (TFI) and on 
24/12/19 one was seen beside the St George River at 
Lorne, about 300 m upstream from Allenvale (PHm). At yet 
another locality (Yaugher) one was photographed 
splashing in a small pond during a very hot January day* 
(TP). 


Common Wombat: At 1.30 a.m. on 06/12/19, on the final 
stretch of a 16 km walk, Ross watched a wombat grazing 
next to the track in a sheltered part of the dry forest in the 
Wombat SF (RAu). 


Koala: In the Wombat SF on 05/12/19, three were heard 
calling and another ran across the track and jumped into a 
small tree which it climbed for about 3 m (RAu). 


Common Brushtail Possum: On 02/01/20 a female was 
found road-killed near Winchelsea. A check revealed a live 
and active joey in her pouch, and this was taken to a Colac 
vet for treatment by a local wildlife carer. The outcome is 
not known, but hopefully the joey survived (TP). 


Greater Glider: Wombat SF, 05/12/19—‘Coming up from 
the creek area, the smaller dry forest starts to be replaced 
with massive old trees associated with cooler forest. On the 
first one | came to was a Greater Glider sitting on the 
lowest branch’ (RAu). 


Sugar Glider: On 05/12/19 in the Wombat SF, before it 
was completely dark, one was seen to glide from a tree on 
one side of the road to the other and start foraging high in 
the canopy (RAu). 


Yellow-bellied Glider: Two heard calling just after dusk at 
Loves Creek in the Otways on 23/12/19 (CFr, GA). 





Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Common Ringtail Possum: Two photographed at night 
drinking at a small pond at Yaugher on a very hot night in 
early January* (TP). 


Swamp Wallaby: Three seen during the drive into the 
Wombat SF on 05/12/19 (RAu). 


Grey-headed Flying-fox: One feeding in a fig tree at night 
in North Geelong on 21/01/20 (GL). (This is the only report 
of flying-foxes in the GFNC records in recent months— 
where are they all?) 


Large Forest Bat: A male and a female caught at Yaugher 
on 29/12/19 (TP). 


Red Fox: ‘I’m not sure if | flushed it or it was hunting one of 
the many rabbits, but a large fox darted out of thick shrubs 
at 6.30 p.m. on 16/01/20. | ran around the undergrowth to 
get a photograph but it had already disappeared’ (RAu). 


Fallow Deer: Two adult females and a fawn at foot seen at 
Hospital Swamps on 18/01/20 (DTy, JD, JN). 


Eastern Banjo Frog: Several heard calling from the pond 
near the visitor centre at Serendip Sanctuary on 26/01/20 
(JGP). Two heard calling from a small dam beside Firth 
Road in the Wombat SF at 9.00 p.m. on 26/01/20 (RAu). 


Striped Marsh Frog: One heard calling at 11.25 a.m. on 
01/01/20 from a small dam at Qdos art gallery on the 
outskirts of Lorne (PHm). 


Eastern Snake-necked Turtle: On 01/12/19, late 
afternoon, a turtle was observed poised over a hole about 
60 m from the water in Lake Lorne, Drysdale. No eggs 
noted, but it filled in the hole during the 20 minutes that we 
were away viewing birds during the annual Challenge Bird 
Count (BL). One was seen walking across grass to water at 
Balyang Sanctuary on 16/12/19 (JGP). 


Marbled Gecko: At 9.30 p.m. on a very hot night on 
20/12/19, one was seen climbing the interior side of a 
house window in Deal Ave, Jan Juc (GGt). At Breakwater 
on 16/01/20 ‘I nearly dropped a box on it, picked it up and 
got the full threat display, wiggly tail going in all directions 
and mouth open trying to find something to bite—I 
apologised profusely and let it go in the garden bed’ (GL). 


Metallic Skink: ‘A group of four actively hunting together in 
my garden at Cuthbertson Drive, Ocean Grove on 
09/12/19. They were all within 1 m of each other. 
Compared to Garden Skinks, they are slower to become 
active in the mornings’ (BL). 


Southern Water Skink: ‘While watching several skinks on 
the rocks at Buckley Falls on 17/12/19 | saw one that was 
almost entirely black, with only a ‘shadow’ of side markings 
and a few white spots on the lips’ (TP). 


Garden Skink: One seen at Breakwater on 22/01/20 (GL). 
Spencer’s Skink: One on a dead eucalypt about 1 km 
west of Lorne on 25/12/19 (PHm). A group of at least four 
seen on and under loose bark on the trunk of a dead gum 
beside Kaanglang Road, Otway Ranges, on 02/01/20 (TP). 


Weasel Skink: A mating pair found just on the edge of the 


lawn in North Geelong at 9.30 p.m. on 18/01/20, the first Recorders: 


seen here for a year or so (GL). BL, Barry Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DTy, David 
Tytherleigh; GA, George Appleby; GGt, Geoff Gates; GL, 
Blotched Blue-tongue Lizard: One was seen crossing Grace Lewis; JD, Jeff Dagg; JGP, Jenny and Graham 
Surf Coast Walk, Jan Juc, at 11.00 a.m. on 18/12/19, a Possingham; JN, John Newman; PHm, Peter Homan; PP, 
very hot day (GGt). Priscilla Pescott; Rau, Ross Auchettl; TP, Trevor Pescott; 


TFI, Tom Fletcher. 

Eastern Blue-tongue Lizard: ‘On 15/12/19 | was testing 

one of the sprinkler systems (ready for summer) and the 

blue-tongue that lives in that part of the garden came out to 

lick water off the leaves’ (JGP). ‘One was seen basking on 

the back deck of a house in St Annes Drive, Jan Juc, on 

16/01/20. | think it was an escaped pet as there have been 

only Blotched species seen in this area in the past’ (GGt). 


Stumpy-tailed Lizard: One seen in the Western Plantation 
area near Hovells Creek at the You Yangs on 27/12/19 
(CFr, GA). 


Jacky Lizard: One observed at Edwards Point on 29/12/19 
(GP). 


Tiger Snake: A small individual seen crossing the bike 
path at Jerringot on 28/12/19 (DTy). At 8.05 a.m., on 
29/12/19 one about 50 cm long, dull green with black 
stripes across the back, was seen on one of the 
footbridges at Balyang Sanctuary. It went beneath the 
bridge when disturbed (PP). 


* The dates were not recorded on the photographs. 





Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Autumn SEANA 2020 camp 
17-19 April 
Hosted by the Hamilton Field Naturalists Club 


The program of excursions aims to showcase Western Victoria’s rich volcanic, 
wetland and riparian features and Red Gum landscapes. We are also providing for 
people who may like energetic excursions into the southern end of the Grampians 
with possible walks up Mt Abrupt, Mt Sturgeon and the Piccaninny, and/or to the 
volcanic cone and around the rim of Mt Napier. 


Our special excursion is to be hosted by Gunditjmara elder Dennis Rose who will 
lead us into the recently listed World Heritage site of Budj Bim. Denis is not only 
celebrating the survival of the fish traps and the Aboriginal stone houses in Budj 
Bim after the recent large fires, but also celebrating the fact that the fires have 
revealed more archeologically significant structures. This tour looks to be most 
interesting indeed. 


We have two different evening programs—one a casual BBQ on the Friday night at 
the registration venue to be followed by a talk on the Eastern Barred 

Bandicoot and then, weather permitting, a night time walk in the 100 ha bandicoot 
enclosure to look for these nocturnal animals. 


The registration deadline is now only 2 weeks away. For a registration form 
contact Deborah Evans. 
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Fauna survey report—Gherang Gherang Reserve 
5—8 December 2019 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


ntroduction two nights. 
The fauna survey that had been programmed for E30: 08/12/19 —Agile Antechinus A. agilis, female wt. 26 
November was deferred to this month due to inclement g, pouch empty but five nipples still visible (females will 


weather forecast. This month proved better as far as the have up to 10 young, so this is a small number). 
weather was concerned and was carried out with just one 
minor hitch—on Friday someone removed the location Mammals 
markers from 15 of the Elliott traps, then for some reason Short-beaked Echidna: One seen and extensive diggings 
dumped them beside the second survey line. None of the noted. 
traps had been disturbed. Eastern Grey Kangaroo: Scats and well-defined runways 
noted. 
This is the second time we have carried out a fauna survey Red Fox: Scats noted. 
here; the first was from 2—8 December 2013. This followed European Rabbit: Skull found. 
a general excursion on 15 October 2011 when a Fallow Deer: Unconfirmed, but scats resembling those of 
comprehensive plant list was compiled (see the November this species were noted. 
2011 issue of Geelong Naturalist). 
Reptiles 
Our December 2013 survey provided little of interest—no Jacky Lizard: One small individual noted basking on a 
mammals were caught in the 40 Elliott traps or in the harp stump. 
traps, and the only reptiles recorded were Garden Skinks Eastern Three-lined Skink: One under log debris. 
and one Weasel Skink. The survey site was north of the Southern Water Skink: Two basking on concrete slabs in 
road into the quarry. the disused water channel. 
Garden Skink: Small numbers seen. 
This year we had more success with one Agile Antechinus 
caught, and four species of reptile noted, but again one 


harp trap set for two nights failed to capture any bats. Thanks 

There were 29 species of birds listed. To Lothar, Barry, Alison, Phil, Brett and Tracey for help in 
setting and checking the traps and for hunting down the 

Elliott traps traps after the marker tags had been taken. Barry and 

Three lines, each with 10 traps, were set in the bushland Lothar compiled the bird list. Rod sent the relevant data to 

on the south side of the track that runs along the north ParkConnect. 


boundary of the reserve. Nothing was caught on the first 


Birds 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo foe _ | Blacktaged Gunoashtikes iT 
Galah Varied Sittella 
Long-billed Corella 2 
Crimson Rosella Rufous Whistler 2 
Eastern Rosella Grey Butcherbird 
Sak 


Superb Fairywren 10 Willie Wagtail 
Grey Fantail 


Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater Little Raven 4 
White-eared Honeyeater Eastern Yellow Robin Ka 
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Incidental observations 


Butterflies Common Browns abundant, all males. 
+ Australian Painted Lady: a few seen. 
Aulacocyclus sp. found under a log on the ground. 


Bull-ant Myrmecia nigriscapa, several noted dragging a beetle carcase presumably to their 
nest. 


Dragonfly Tau Emerald and a second species not identified. 


Some Flying Duck Orchids, one in full flower 








Bullants Myrmecia nigriscapa with a beetle, Gherang, 8/12/19 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Aulacocyclus sp. beetle, Gherang, 6/12/20 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 


A long lunch 
Lynne Clarke 


| walked into my bathroom early one morning at the end But the next morning it was feeding again! 
of December and was startled to find a dark blob on the 

wall just at eye level. When | looked closer | could see that 
it was a daddy long legs spider, Pholcus phalangioides, an 


By this time the prey species had turned a paler shade of 
grey. Are spider juices black? 


introduced, European species. At some time during the The following morning it was all over. The now seemingly 
night it had entrapped a larger, blacker spider, had much smaller prey was discarded on the floor and the 
wrapped it in silk, and was immobile upon it, | presumed, daddy long legs nowhere to be seen. 

feeding on its juices. Was all that juice being turned into eggs? Was that why it 


Usually, no spiders are permitted in my house, and when (she)?—was so hungry? 


they do make an appearance they are summarily | was amazed at how long the whole process took: a full 


removed. forty-eight hours that | know of. 
This time, | decided to wait and watch what happened. 


No change occurred at any time during that day. It must 
have been a hungry daddy long legs. 


The next morning was the same! It was not until later that 
day that the hunter separated itself from its prey and 
seemed to be resting about four cm away. 
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Excursion report—Moorabool upstream from Fyansford 
18 January 2020 
Leader: Rod Lowther 


fter the bushfire smoke earlier in the week, the 

Saturday conditions improved and the day turned out 
to be ideal for a gentle walk along the Moorabool River as 
the first club excursion of the year. Participants met at the 
Fyansford Hotel car park and then proceeded to the old 
bridge which was constructed in 1899. 


The bridge design was the first in Victoria to be constructed 
using reinforced concrete with arches based on the 
‘Monier’ principle. Design and construction were done by 
the engineering firm Monash and Anderson. Several trees 
have grown obscuring the western end of the bridge where 
30 Rainbow Lorikeets were seen gathering. From the 
bridge was a good view of Welcome Swallows and Fairy 
Martins that were hawking up and down the river. 


The group then walked upstream along the river alongside 
The Parade seeking out the site of the original ford. This 
section of the river has numerous indigenous plantings that 
the local Friends group had planted some 7 to 10 years 
ago. A Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater was observed which is 
most unusual for this area. The thick undergrowth and 
reeds along the river provided excellent habitat for the 
smaller birds with Superb Fairywrens, White-browed 
Scrubwrens and Reed Warblers noted. An immature Grey 
Shrikethrush was also noted in the area. The site of the 
ford was found with some rough stonework signalling the 
spot and the terrain on both sides of the river suggesting 
easy access for the bullock wagons that would have used 
the ford in the gold rush days. 


As the path was now closed due to earth works as part of 
the next stage of the housing development, the group 
returned to the vehicles and drove to Monier Way in the 
new housing development. From this point we could now 
walk further along the river and see the recent revegetation 
areas and improvements made to the riparian environment. 
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Group discussing plant identification, Moorabool River, 18/1/20 
Photo: Rod Lowther 
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There was a sizable area of wallaby grass about to drop its 


Rod Lowther 
seeds as well as a range of rushes and sedges. 


To deal with the stormwater run-off from the newly 
constructed housing estate, a three stage settlement pond 
has been constructed. An immature White-faced Heron 
plus a couple of Chestnut Teal were seen in these 
wetlands. On the fence nearby, many Fairy Martins were 
also seen and upon closer inspection of the first drainage 
pond, the birds could be seen flying up the drainage pipe 
where they most likely had nests. 


After morning tea, the group drove to Lewis Brandt Bridge 
where we obtained a good view of the Moorabool River 
and the valley to the west of Geelong where the future 
Geelong Growth zone has been proposed in which another 
50 000 residents are expected to be housed over the next 
20 to 50 years. A short walk was made around the river 
where some non-native trees had been removed and 
recently replaced with local indigenous plantings. In the 
area there are also a couple of drainage ponds to cope 
with the northern section of the new development. These 
ponds had around 20 Australian Wood Duck roosting while 
a Black-fronted Dotterel caught our eye as it moved along 
the muddy bank. 


The excursion concluded at 12 noon and all agreed that it 
was pleasant walk around an area that most were not 
aware existed. Thanks to Graham Possingham for the 
eBird checklists and for preparing the table below. 


References: 
Fyansford Monier Arch Bridge 


http:/www.aholgate.com/texts/ffhist.html 
The associated eBird lists are: 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S63497651 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S63497679 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S63497706 





Fairy martins, Fyansford, 18/1/20 
Photo: Graham Possingham 


Bird List: Moorabool River Excursion 18 Jan 2020 


Bridge 


SS 


[Welcome Swallow |" 
[Fairy Martin | 


House Sparrow 
European Greenfinch 


European Goldfinch 


Grey Butcherbird 
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Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 

Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 

Donate by electronic funds transfer: 

CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 

Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are tax- 
deductible. 
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January invertebrate observations report 


n the December 2019 edition of the Geelong Naturalists, 

| wrote about the club’s iNaturalist GFNC Invertebrate 
Project and | thought it would be worthwhile to highlight 
some of the observations made by members in the last 
couple of months. 


As of mid-January, the collection holds 792 observations; 
up from the December reported number of 325. The 
number of species identified has increased to a total of 
369. Cathy Powers has been particularly active, recording 
moth observations gathered from survey work at the 
Brisbane and Otways Ranges. 


15 species of Dragonflies and Damselflies were 
photographed with John Newman’s tally of 13 species the 
highest of any member. His finding of a Blacked-headed 
Skimmer Crocothemis nigrifron is the most significant. This 
species is rarely observed in Victoria and this observation 
upstream of Buckley Falls near Baum’s weir was the first 
for our region. 


Wasps are very active over summer with members making 
numerous observations and finding 13 species. In my 
garden, | have located 6 species. Most notable was a 
Gasteruption sp.; a very small wasp that searches out 
Resin bee (Megachile sp.) nests to lay its eggs. It uses a 
very long ovipositor to penetrate the resin which 
encapsulates the bee’s nest. The other notable 
observation was the Cuckoo wasp Primeuchroeus sp. This 
creature parasitises other wasps, just like a Cuckoo bird, 
by getting the host species to raise its young. 


Other interesting observations: 


Graham Possingham found the fruit fly, Soathulina 
acroleuca at the Geelong Botanic gardens. There have 
only been 7 observations of this species in Victoria 
previously. 





Black-headed Skimmer 
Photo: John Newman 
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Rod Lowther 


Lorraine Phelan somehow found the heavily camouflaged 
and aptly named Bark-mimicking Grasshopper 
Coryphistes ruricola near Carlisle River. 


Trevor Pescott reported a Union Jack Wolf Spider, 
Tasmanicosa sp. found during conducting a fauna 
survey at Ridley Reserve, Little River. These Wolf 
family spiders are generally quite large and very skilled 
hunters. Lance Breguet also found a Wolf Spider from 
the same Lycosidae family with many spiderlings /eggs 
being carried on its back. 


The advantage and strengths in using iNaturalist for 
recording invertebrate observations is the wide network of 
experts who have assisted club members in identifying the 
animals that have been photographed. 


Whilst the club has only been using iNaturalist for a short 
period of time, we are already establishing good checklists 
for the invertebrate species in our area. A key learning 
point, for me these last few months is appreciation of the 
biodiversity richness, and how getting an ID to genus level 
is sometimes a challenge. Engaging with the identification 
process greatly has helped in improving knowledge about 
the natural world and the role these creatures play in the 
ecology of the area. 


Following is a table summarising all observations recorded 
in the iNaturalist GFNC collection for each family within the 
invertebrates classification. It shows the number of species 
club members have found and compares this with the Atlas 
of Living Australia database on total species previously 
recorded for roughly the same geographical area. | have 
left out some insect families where no species have been 
previously recorded in our area for simplification. 





Cuckoo Wasp 


Photo: Rod Lowther 


Phylum: Arthropoda—Arthropods 


Class Order- Scientific Order - Common Name GFNC GFNC Species | CCMA Region 
Name Observations Species 


Insecta - 
Insects 
Blattodea Cockroaches and Termites 


Coleoptera Beetles 
Dermaptera Earwigs 
Diptera Flies 

Ephemeroptera Mayflies 


Hemiptera True Bugs, Hoppers, Aphids and 
Allies 
Hymenoptera Ants, Bees, Wasps and Sawflies 


Lepidoptera Moths and Butterflies 
Mantodea Mantids, Mantises 


Mecoptera Scorpionflies, Hangingflies and 
Allies 
Neuroptera Antlions, Lacewing and Allies 


Odonata Dragonflies and Damseflies 

Orthoptera Grasshoppers, Crickets and 
Katydids 

Phasmida Stick Insects 

Plecoptera Stoneflies 

Thysanoptera Thrips 

Trichoptera Caddisflies 

Zygentoma Silverfish 


Arachnida- Araneae Spiders 
Arachnids 
Acari Mites and Ticks 





* Data sourced from iNaturalist rather than ALA due to issues over classification. 


The GFNC Invertebrates Collection with photos of the participating. This is the first time the event has included 
insects and spiders observed can be viewed at https:// Australian cities. See the list of participants cities and 


inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/gfnc-invertebrates-collection survey areas on the map at hitps://www.inaturalist.org/ 
We recommend you sign up to iNaturalists and join the projects/city-nature-challenge-2020. Further details to 
hunt. follow next month. 

In April, the club, in partnership with the City of Greater 

Geelong, will be participating in the worldwide City Nature PS, as of the end of January, the GFNC Invertebrate 
Challenge. The event sponsored by the National collection has 1000 observations, 444 species with a 
Geographic Society and the California Science Academy, conthiodtion Tami) peopesas Identiners: 

will run from April 24 to 28, 2020 and has over 200 cities 





Bark Mimicking Grasshopper Gasperuption sp. 
Photo: Lorraine Phelan Photo: Rod Lowther 
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December—January bird observations—some highlights 


his edition of our bird notes covers the December 2019 

and current January 2020 time period and highlights 
some wonderful and unusual records for our local Bellarine 
and Surf Coast area. 


Many of our larger wetlands have held water quite well over 
the summer and Hospital Swamp was a great example. 
Earlier in the summer, several of the saltmarsh ponds were 
regularly surveyed and keen eyes found two very unusual 
birds. A Ruff, so named because of the elaborate neck 
feathering of the breeding male on their arctic breeding 
grounds, was seen and a rare Eastern Yellow Wagtail 
was also seen at the same pond. Ruffs are a migratory 
shorebird that only rarely reaches southern Australia. It is 
ten years since the species was seen at Moolap Saltworks 
and Reedy Lake. This bird was seen by several observers 
and, most unexpectedly, an Eastern Yellow Wagtail, a 
vagrant to south-eastern Australia, popped onto an 
adjacent fence-post as some observers were admiring the 
Ruff! A photo was taken and both species were later seen 
by other lucky observers before the Wagtail slipped away 
as cryptically as it arrived. Many observers from far and 
wide visited, looking for both birds with little success. 


One or two Pectoral Sandpipers were also seen in the 
same wetland complex around this time; another one of our 
less frequently observed and recorded migratory waders 
that can appear when conditions are good. Some weeks 
later, a dusk trip to the western end of Hospital Swamp 
revealed a calling Australian Little Bittern, another rarely 
recorded species in our area. Its characteristic call was 
noted and later confirmed by other observers frequenting 
the same site at dusk. Australasian Bitterns have been 
heard and seen in Reedy Lake and Hospital Swamp in 
recent months; once more emphasising the importance of 
these wetlands in our region. 


The Little Egret colony, which has developed in recent 
years at Queenscliff, has been successful. However, with a 
lower number of birds nesting through this 2019-2020 
summer. These Little Egrets nest in the public park and 
we hope their success will continue and grow as Little 
Egret breeding colonies are extremely rare and this is 
probably the only one in Victoria. The warm summer winds, 
with following cool changes and storm-fronts, have brought 
a wonderful array of records of both Pacific Swifts and 
White-throated Needletails as they hunt for insects high in 
the sky. 


Good records from the Otway Ranges remind us of the 
need to keep surveying our local tall wet forests as they will 
prove to be important wildlife refuges as the climate warms 
and the area dries. Breeding Rose Robins were an Otway 
treat and a rarely recorded phenomenon. Song Thrushes 
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have become scarce, in urban and suburban areas in 
recent years, so several birds, including one carrying food 
in the Redwood forest was of great interest. It is interesting 
to note the presence of this species in areas of the Otway 
Ranges, and it would be interesting to keep an eye out and 
record this species wherever possible with notes on their 
behaviour. Are they feasting on the carnivorous Otway 
Black Snail? 


Records of the Australian Masked-Owl are few and far 
between in the Geelong region, and more usually are from 
the deep in the Otway forest, so a well-documented record 
from Balliang was most remarkable and important. Writing 
of species less frequently recorded in the Geelong region, it 
is pleasing to have recently received two separate records 
of Painted Buttonquail from the You Yangs area in recent 
months — another species in possible decline in our region. 
Please keep an eye out and report any sightings. 


With sincere thanks to all the observers who have willingly 
and keenly provided their records of observations to the 


GFNC web-site https:/Awww.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird- 
observations or directly to eBird Australia. We encourage 
everyone to submit their records as we continue to learn 
about the fabulous birds of our region. Please follow this 


link https://ebird.org/australia/map and zero in on the 
Geelong region, and perhaps refine the date range, to 


search for the species that may interest you! 


Observers: Andrea Dennett, Andrew Weinmann, Angus 
Hartshorn, Barry Lingham, Bernie Lingham, Brad Ferrier, Chrissy 
Freestone, Colin Cannard, Craig Morley, Deborah Evans, Drew 
Stevens, Elizabeth Macpherson, Frances Grundy, Geoff Gates, 
George Appleby, Glenn Fletcher, Graeme Tribe, Graham 
Possingham, Guy Dutson, Hugh Stewart, Isaac Clary, Jennie 
Turner, Jennifer Carr, Jenny Possingham, John Newman, Kelly 
Clitheroe, Kristen Cook, Lynne Clarke, Margaret Alcorn, Marilyn 
Hewish, Paul Schillier, Peter Sullivan, Phil Hunter, Polly Cutcliffe, 
Richard Alcorn, Robert Missen, Ross Auchettl, Sandi Allen, 
Sharon Andrews, Steve Davidson, Tom Fletcher, Trevor Hodson, 
Wendy Cook. 





——— 





Glossy Ibis, Karaff Wetland, Breamlea 2/12/19 
Photo: David Turner 


GFNC excursion (afternoon) 
Sunday 16 February 2020 
Avalon Beach and Limeburners Bay 


This afternoon excursion close to Geelong will focus on the birdlife of these areas. In particular, the 
migratory waders will be observed. The late start should prevent exposure to the hotter part of the 
day. We will also investigate the saltmarsh plants at these sites. 


Meet: 4.00 p.m. at the foreshore of Avalon beach at the boat ramp carpark. 


From the Princes Freeway, take exit south along Avalon Road and then Avalon Foreshore Road to 
the boat ramp. There are toilet facilities near the carpark. 

We will observe birds on the old salt works ponds and in Corio Bay. 

Finish around 5.30 p.m. and travel to Limeburners Lagoon at the carpark at the end of Foreshore 
Road. 


Picnic tea from 6.00 p.m. till 6.30 p.m. then a stroll along the well-made path beside the lagoon to 
the saltmarsh zone. 


Finish time approximately 8.00 p.m. 


Bring: Picnic tea, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, camera, field 
guides, insect repellent. A telescope may be useful. 


Note that all GFNC excursions are cancelled on days of Total Fire Ban or hazardous air quality. 
Check the GFNC Facebook Page or the fortnightly news email for updates. 


For more information contact: 
Barry Lingham 0417 115 109; email lingham@tpg.com.au 


Bambra fauna survey 
6—9 February 


Consistent with our decision to concentrate our survey effort in the Bambra area in 2020, the first 
survey for the year will be carried out on the Morrow property Jinda Park, 485 Bambra-Airey’s Inlet 
Road, from Thursday 6 to Sunday 9 February. 


The property has a beautifully vegetated section on the east branch of the Wormbete Creek 
running across it. This will be one of our focal points as there are likely to be arboreal mammals as 
well as microbats present. 


It is intended that we will carry out some spotlight surveys on at least Friday and Saturday nights, 
and we will use harp traps on each night so long as the weather remains fine and calm. 


We will carry out some Elliott trapping as well to search for small terrestrial mammals, and our 
cameras will also be deployed. 


Overnight camping is available at the Bambra Hall (vehicle access off Drayton’s Road) where there 
are picnic tables and toilets near the tennis courts. /t is 5 km from the survey site. 


Thursday 6 February, 1.00 p.m.—meet at Jinda Park gate, 485 Bambra-Airey’s Inlet Road for 
preliminary set-up. 


Friday 7 to Sunday 9 February, 8.00 a.m.—meet at Jinda Park gate each morning to check the 
equipment. 


Note: if you will be attending this survey, you will need to register your intent to do so with 
Trevor on ppescott@gmail.com no later than Wednesday night 5 February. 
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Bird Group excursion 
Lake Colac and environs 
Thursday 27 February 2020 
Leaders: Craig Morley, Robert Missen 


This excursion is sure to be an enjoyable day and should provide a most interesting variety of birds. 
We especially look forward to joining with Robert Missen as he shares his intricate and fascinating 
knowledge of the area. We will be concentrating our attention on Lake Colac and environs. 


Meeting Point at Waurn Ponds: 7.50 a.m. Please note the earlier time. We will be meeting to car- 
pool at the car park at the corner of Rossack Drive and Princes Freeway (opposite the Victoria 
Police — Waurn Ponds). Please meet here promptly as we will be leaving this point by 8.00 a.m. 
sharp: 

https:/Awww.google.com.au/maps/@-38.201865,144.3102933.435m/data=!3m1!1e3 


It would be pleasing to car-pool as much as possible, for a number of reasons, not the least of 
which so that we minimise the number of cars we need to park and keep together during the day in 
restricted areas and narrow roads! 


Meeting Point in Colac: 9.00 a.m. 

We will be travelling to meet at the Colac Bird Sanctuary at the Lake Colac end of Church Street, 
Colac. Those travelling from the south and southwest of Geelong may wish to meet us at this point, 
but again please try to car pool. There is minimal room for vehicles at the very end of Church 
Street, so please park thoughtfully on the grassy area at the lake end of Church St: 
https://Awww.google.com.au/maps/@-38.3318483,143.5983974:819m/data=!3m1!1e3 


After a careful check of the Colac Bird Sanctuary and the nearby shores of Lake Colac we will 
probably move to the Colac Botanic Gardens for a toilet stop and a quick look at Lake Colac from 
the Boat Ramp. 


From here there are several options to be determined nearer the time, depending on the weather, 
water levels and bird numbers. The focus of the day will be numerous sites around Lake Colac and 
the exact route back to Geelong and finishing time (no later than 3.30 p.m.) will be determined 
nearer the time. 


It promises to be an interesting and enjoyable day in a part of the region that GFNC members have 
not explored a great deal. 


What to bring: plenty of water, morning tea and lunch, and nibbles (if you wish). Binoculars, 
camera (optional), telescope (optional, but very handy if you have one), hat, long pants, sturdy 
walking shoes/boots. It will be important to be sun-smart on the day. 


Please remember that, in accordance with Club policy, this excursion will be cancelled if a day of 
total fire ban is declared for the Central and/or South West fire districts http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/ 


warnings-restrictions/find-your-fire-district/ 
Or air quality is deemed hazardous for Geelong/Southwest. 


https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/EPAAirWatch 
Craig Morley: 5221 4604 or mobile (on the day of excursion) 0429 196 634 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [VWelway 452 G4] 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 


The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to other members and visitors. 


Mailing roster 
February: Diana Primrose 
March: Joan Korn 
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Coming events 


MARCH 2020 
‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot 
General Meeting: Pizza tea followed by Alison 
Pouliot—The secret world of garden fungi 
Fauna survey 
Plant Group: Greenhoods of autumn and early winter 
Excursion: Frogwood Arboretum; Bambra Bushland 
Reserve 
Committee meeting 
Bird Group: Jeff Davies—ID puzzles Part II 
GFN Environment Fund committee 


FEBRUARY 2020 

1-2 Summer wader count: John Newman 
General Meeting: Chad Browning—The energy 
transition: Environmental implications and their 
management 
Fauna survey 
Plant Group: Workshop—Saltmarsh plants 


Excursion: Avalon Beach & Limeburners Lagoon 
Conservation subcommittee meeting 

Bird Group: Prof Andy Bennett—Finding water in the 
desert: continent wide movement of Australian 


waterbirds 


Bird Group Excursion: Western Lakes—Lake 


Corangamite and environs 


President 

Vice-President 
Immediate past President 
Secretary 

Treasurer 

Minutes Secretary 
Committee Members 


Vacant 
Vacant 


Rod Lowther 
Graham Possingham 
Graham Possingham 
Kristine Kristensen 
Lynne Clarke 

Craig Morley 


Tracey Hinton 
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